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 part X. The British Commonwealth
inconsistency the treaty was to prevail This provision was also re-
pealed in 1933.
Republi'
Ireland.
iblicof Since 1949 Southern Ireland, styled successively the Irish Free
State, Eire and the Republic of Ireland has ceased to be a member
State of the Commonwealth. The present constitution came into
operation in December, 1937, and from the brief description which
follows it can be seen that it reflected the desire to be dissociated from
the King as Head of the British Commonwealth. That separation
was made legal by local enactment which came into operation in
April, 1949, and was subsequently recognised by the Ireland Act,
1949, passed at Westminster. By this Act a citizen of the new
Republic still enjoys when resident in the United Kingdom privileges
such as the franchise, qualification for office (including ministerial
office and membership of Parliament) which attach to citizenship of
the United Kingdom.
The main provisions of the constitution are:—the President is
elected by direct popular vote by proportional representation and
holds office for seven years* Legislative power is vested in a National
Parliament known as the Oireachtas consisting of two Houses, a
Senate (Seanad Eireknn) and a House of Representatives (Dail
Eire&nn). The Senate has a very limited suspensory veto only.
Executive power is vested in the Government at the head of which
is the Prime Minister who is chosen by Dail Eire&nn. The Govern-
ment is expressly made responsible to the Dail by the constitution.
There is a Council of State which consists of certain high officers and
ex-officers of State to advise the President in the exercise of his
functions. Executive authority in regard to external affairs is to be
exercised by or on the authority of the Government.
limitations
upon
Dominion
Autonomy.
 c.
The Statute of Westminster, 1931.
There were, before the passing of the Statute of Westminster,
1931, the following limitations upon the legislative autonomy of
the Dominions which were considered and reported upon by the
Conference on the Operation of Dominion Legislation and Merchant
Shipping Legislation, 1929,1 It is important to remember that the
Statute of Westminster is concerned only with legislative powers,
Changes in, for example, the exercise of functions and the status of
Governors-General, were made by executive action following de-
clarations of policy made at Imperial Conferences.
1 1930, Cmd. 3479; p. 450, ant*

